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throw him (most unfortunately for us all) without drawing
the eyes of the whole world to the catastrophe, the Iron
Duke would have been almost forgotten by this time.
Now that contrast is English against Irish all over, and is
the more delicious because the real Irishman in it is the
Englishman of tradition, whilst the real Englishman is the
traditional theatrical foreigner.

The value of the illustration lies in the fact that both
Nelson and Wellington were both in the highest degree
efficient, and both in the highest degree incompatible with
one another on any other footing than one of independence.
The government of Nelson by Wellington or of Welling-
ton by Nelson is felt at once to be a dishonorable outrage
to the governed and a finally impossible task for the
governor.

I daresay some Englishman will now try to steal Welling-
ton as Macaulay tried to steal Swift. And he may plead
with some truth that though it seems impossible that any
other country than England could produce a hero so utterly
devoid of common sense, intellectual delicacy, and inter-
national chivalry as Nelson, it may be contended that
Wellington was rather an eighteenth century aristocratic
type, than a specifically Irish type. George IV. and Byron,
contrasted with Gladstone, seem Irish in respect of a certain
humorous blackguardism, and a power of appreciating art
and sentiment without being duped by them into mistak-
ing romantic figments for realities. But faithlessness and the
need for carrying off the worthlessness and impotence that
accompany it, produce in all nations a gay, sceptical, amus-
ing, blaspheming, witty fashion which suits the flexibility
of the Irish mind very well; and the contrast between this
fashion and the energetic infatuations that have enabled
intellectually ridiculous men, without wit or humor, to
go on crusades and make successful revolutions, must not
be confused with the contrast between the English and
Irish idiosyncrasies. The Irishman makes a distinction
which the Englishman is too lazy intellectually (the intel-